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APPEAL PANEL DECISION FORM 

I. CLAIMANT AND CLAIM INFORMATION 

last/Name of Business Rrst 

Claimant Name 

Claimant 10 Claim 10 

Claim Type 

Law Firm 

II. DECISION 

Middle 

Select the Compensation Amount set forth in either BP's Final Proposal or the Claimant's Final Proposal as the 
final outcome on the claim and check the appropriate box to signify your decision. 

Compensation Amount $0 

D BP's Final Proposal Risk Transfer Premium .25 

Prior Payment Offset $0 

Compensation Amount $62,096.37 

1Z1 Claimant's Final Proposal Risk Transfer Premium .25 

Prior Payment Offset $0 

III. PRIMARY BASIS FOR PANEUST DECISION 

Please select the primary basis for your decision. You may also write a comment describing the basis for your 
decision. 

D Error in documentation review. 

D Error in calculation. 

D Error in RTP multipl ier. 

D Error in Prior Spill-Related Payment Amount. 

IZI No error. 

Comment (optional) 

This appeal involves the applicability of the Oil & Gas Industry Exclusion. It is a close call. This panelist 
requested and received a Summary of Review and additional responses from the parties. Claimant is a 
Mississippi Corporation who operates a title abstracting company and other related real estate "services" for oils 
and gas companies. The Claims Administrator determined that the primary business activity of Claimant was 

rovidin "Iandman services" and that the a ro riate NAICS Code is 531390-0ther Activities Related to Real 

BPAPP00032



 

Estate, which includes a specific index entry for "Landman Services." That Code is not included in Exhibit 17. BP 
counters that Exhibit 17 excludes claimants who provide "SUPPORT Activities for Oil and Gas Operations" 
(emphasis supplied), that NAICS Code 531390 is just a general category, and that there are many different 
types of landman, including those who provide services to industries wholly unrelated to oil and gas. BP 
contends that what Claimant does is the Code for support activities for oil and gas operations which is excluded. 
Although there are issues raised by BP as to certain filings made by Claimant in 2009-2010, this panelist feels 
that the Claims Administrator adequately explained them away. Claimant's P & L's indicate its primary source of 
income is from "Services," corresponding to the title abstract and related services Claimant provides as a 
landman. The decision in this case somewhat turns on the distinction between "support" (bearing the weight, 
holding up, etc.), which would be excluded and "services" (helping, supplying a need, assisting, etc.), which 
would not be excluded. Claimant appears to be a provider of "services." Finally, giving due deference to the 
Claims Administrator's thorough analysis, the decision of the Claims Administrator is affirmed. 
 

 
 


