
DEEPWATER HORIZON 

CLAIMS CENTER 

APPEAL PANEL DECISION FORM 

I. CLAIMANT AND CLAIM INFORMATION 

Last/Name of Business First 

Claimant Name -- -Claimant ID Claim ID 

Claim Type Business Economic Loss 

Law Firm 

II. DECISION 

Middle 

Select the Compensation Amount set forth in either BP's Final Proposal or the Claimant's Final Proposal as the 
final outcome on the claim and check the appropriate box to signify your decision. 

Compensation Amount $37,826 

D BP's Final Proposal Risk Transfer Premium 1.50 

Prior Payment Offset $0 

Compensation Amount $46,595.72 

1ZJ Claimant's Final Proposal Risk Transfer Premium 1.50 

Prior Payment Offset $0 

III. PRIMARY BASIS FOR PANEUST DECI SION 

Please select the primary basis for your decision. You may also write a comment describing the basis for your 
decision. 

D Error in documentation review. 

[ZJ Error in calculation. 

D Error in RTP multiplier. 

D Error in Prior Spill-Related Payment Amount. 

D No error. 

Comment (optional) 

BP appeals the BEL award to claimant,a real estate agent in --,Florida.BP raises two familiar 
issues:policy 495 was misapplied because revenues were not attributed to periods when earned;and an 
improper industry-appropriate methodology was used.The eligibility notice issued acknowledged the claim was 
not sufficiently matched and used the Annual Variable Margin Methodology(AVMM) to calculate the 
award.Because claimant used a cash basis accountina method and recorded commissions when closinas were 



 

completed BP contends the Claims Administrator should have first attributed revenues to preceding periods.This 
argument and the related one that Professional Services Methodology should be used over AVMM has been 
uniformly rejected in numerous other panel decisions and the rationale for same sufficiently explained.For this 
reason the appeal of BP will be denied.Claimant also cross-appealed the classification of expense 
as variable instead of fixed.This expense is a shared office expense the payment of which is tied to the receipt 
of commissions.Even though possessing this variable characteristic claimant argues the obligation to pay it does 
not vary and it is fixed because its amount is not derived from the level of sales.This argument is persuasive 
and comports with the requirements of Exhibits 4D and 4E of the Settlement Agreement.In this baseball process 
appeal the final proposal of claimant is supported by a review of the record and prevails over that of BP. 
 

 
 


